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administrators of excise duties and tolls, of
arbitrarily increasing the penalties and punish-
ments inflicted on smugglers.

III. You will firmly and invariably determine
on the system of favouring, by every possible
means, the transit trade,1 which must find new
roads should foreigners longer be vexed; or rather,
has already found new roads. The impositions
and minute examinations, which are occasioned
by the manner of levying duties on this trade,
and the fatal vigilance that has been employed
not to suffer contraband goods to find entrance
at the fair of Frankfort on the Oder, has pro-
duced this fatal effect, that the Poles, who formerly
carried on a very considerable trade at Frankfort
and at Breslau, ;at present totally avoid both
places, and condemn themselves to a circuit of
near a hundred German miles2 through a great
part of Poland, Moravia, and Bohemia, that they
may arrive at Leipsic; for which reason this last
city, which is much less favourably situated than

i The passage of foreign goods through the Prussian
states into other countries.

2, The German mile is irregular, It contains from
four to five, six, seven, and even more miles English.nce, and of his
